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St Patrick’s Day event at the Watt’s House 

Come and enjoy a dinner party like no other! 
 

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER THEATER 
FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH, 6:00pm 

SEATS ARE LIMITED! 

Reserve your seats now! 

To reserve tickets, call or text 

971-645-3320 

 



Wild Currant Catering            

aphrodisiacs 



Organ Donor Dilemma 
by The Raving Reporter Remembered?? 

 
In the year 1961 one librarian, Irene Watts of Scappoose Union  High school came up to me, as a high school junior, and 
whispered in my ear:   
 
My mother (Lois Johnson) had recently been searching for an      
antique pedal organ she thought may still be in  the area.  The organ 
was located in the basement of Irene's home just across the tracks 
from the Congregational Church where the organ was initially used. 
Anyway, my mother being the resourceful individual she was, talked 
with Irene and asked if she might be willing to sell the organ.   
 
As a young girl my mother had remembered the organ in the Con-
gregational Church.  Irene shared that she could not sell the organ by 
the fact it was the first one in Scappoose.  Irene and my mother's 
conversation had taken place quite some time before Irene         
whispered in my ear.  Irene's message was, “If you want that organ 
come and get it tonight, but you can never tell anybody where you 
got it”.  I did make the promise and picked the organ up that very night.  My mother was most excited when she saw it 
after so many years.  My parents completely refurbished it and it became a prominent piece of furniture  in my their 
home.  I remember my mother playing it many times. 
 
Well now, that was quite some time ago and I've hauled that old pump organ all over the place and never broke my 
promise, almost.  I must confess that I did tell the Tarbell girls my secret but only after calling a Congregational Church 
person to see if they might want it back.  By this time it was in my basement 300+ miles from Scappoose and needed a 
new home.  The person at the church had no interest in getting it back.  So here I was, trying to donate an organ and 
there were no takers.  Now how do you think that makes a guy feel?? 

 
I had also advertised the organ on Craigslist in an effort to make a buck, knowing full well 
my mother and  Irene would turn over in their graves if they knew what I was up to.  But a 
bucks a buck and it was in my way.  At the last high school reunion I made mention to the 
Tarbell girls that I would be willing to haul the organ back to Scappoose if an appropriate 
home could be found.  With Irene's home being the local museum what better place could 
there be??  Lo and behold they already had an organ and didn't need another.  Stymied once 
again I was!  The Tarbell girls thought they might want it over at the Yankton museum, but 
that didn't work either. 
 
So now you have a better picture of my Organ Donor Dilemma!  I am still looking for a 
home for the antique pump organ.  Hummm, there's got to be a home for this organ out there 
somewhere?  I'm still willing to haul it back to Scappoose and my hope would be for it to be 
in a home where it might be used and appreciated.  Now we will see if in fact it pays to    
advertise!!  Drop me a note and I'll haul it your way. 

 

From where I sit I would hope Irene and my mother might appreciate these efforts??? 
 

Kind Regards,  
Torry Johnson  
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SAVE THE DATES! 

 FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH at 6:30pm:  Christmas planning 

 NEXT MEETING TONIGHT! Tuesday, March 7th   

 Friday, March 17th, 6:00pm: St Patty’s Day— Murder Mystery Dinner Theater   

 Saturday, April 8th, 12-2:00pm: Easter Bunny at the Watts House 

 Saturday, April 22nd, 12-3:00pm: Earth Day— more info to follow!  

 Sunday, May 7th, 12:00pm: Mother’s Day Tea (Saturday, May 13th is sold out). More info to 

follow 

INFORMATION 

Visit and Like our  

Facebook Page:  

Scappoose Historical 

Society Watts House  

You can find information, ask 

questions, and send messages 

from our page 
 

Visit our Website!                                                                                                                            
scappoosehistoricalsociety.org 

 

Mailing Address: 

Scappoose Historical Society 

PO Box 441 

Scappoose, OR 97056 
 

Watts House Address: 

52432 SE 1st St. 

Scappoose, OR 97056 
 

Newsletter Contributions: 

Send info to Holly Allison, 

oduck84@gmail.com by the 

Wednesday following each 

month’s meeting.   

Photos are especially  

Appreciated! Include your 

contact info. 

EASTER AT THE WATTS HOUSE! 

Bring the kids to meet the Easter Bunny 

Saturday, April 8th, 12 - 2:00pm 
 

Can you help fill goodie bags for the kids? 

Please contact Wanda Bauer @ 503-866-1839 

                                           MOTHER’S DAY TEAS ARE ALL SET! 
Sunday, May 7th and Saturday, May 13th 

(May 13th is sold out) 

 

  There will be judging for the best designed hat! 

                                        (More info below) 

 

TONIGHT!  TUESDAY, MARCH 7TH 

JOIN US TONIGHT FOR OUR NEXT CHRISTMAS PLANNING MEETING! 

6:30PM  

AT THE WATTS HOUSE! 

WE NEED AND WELCOME YOUR INPUT AND HELP 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

Debra Washington            Mike Ragan 

Rich Allison            Kevin Kramer 
 

Thank you for joining our Historical Society team! 
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